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THE LASERIST

~ New Rules Follow ILDA’s Proposal

(ORH Scraps One-Mile Limit After
Members Suggest Alternate Plon

By Patrick Murphy; LD President

I am pleased 10 announce a major
victory for comnson sense and for
1L, Just last month, U5, regulators
mdopled mew rules for ouldoor laser
shows that closely Tollow ILDAS rec-
ommendations, These new mles, de-
signed 1o protect aircraft pilots from
laser exposure, pul s rest a proposed
Timit on beam power that would have
drastically curtailed shows which have
operated for years without complaint.

ILDA has worked closely with the
“HAE G-107 pviation indusiry group 1o
develop new rules for limiting laser
power mear airports. But when faced
with the prospect of overly restrictive
rules ;'lmru'm{'u_l in Apnl, ILDNA mem

brs I|11i|b|.'|.| hands for the first time to
roll hack an ill-conceived regulation,

The threar of unfair regulation led
directly to ILDMAS seming up a legal
deflense fund, It was clear that we
needed expert legal guidance, 1o pre-
vent new concerns From |'r|.'|5.5.ih|]|' shut-
ting down our indusiry. As described
elsewhere in this isswe (3e¢ p. 4), the
fund helps TLIDA resist any unwar-
ranted actions or regulatrons,

ILDA Presence Important

For now, it appears the silization has
stabilized. Our success with the “three-
mile mle” and our conbimuing presence
al governmend meetings have prevented
further encroachment of our rights o
safely share the skies. New guidelmes.
which ILDA helped develop, are now
in place. Briefly, the new rule states
that the power of a laser beam must be
below the distraction level {5 mugro-

wills per square centimeter) after the
bearm has teavelled three miles. The
Center for Devices and Radiological
Health (CDRH) oniginally wanted a
one-mile linil, stating that this was os
far us o spotter could visually see an
mireruft

Within a few days of the CDREH's
April proposal, the ILDA Board of Di-
rectors approved a letter protesting this
move, 'We called For a much mose rea-
sonable three-mile limit, In addition,
wie showed our true concern for safety
by calling for even mose stringent mea-
sures on certain types of lasers, and by
proposing that CDRH require spoliers
tov have training (The CDRH has naot
yet acted on our other proposals ),

Whether in the U5, or overseas, dis-
plays that follow the latest goidelines
will be both safe and spectacular, ILDA
will continue to champion these crowd-
pleasing owtdonr shiows,



